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Bisu language 


Bisu (Chinese: ^ in ) is a Loloish language of Thailand, with a 
couple thousand speakers in China. Varieties are Bisu proper 
(Mbisu) and Laomian (Guba), considered by Pelkey to be distinct 
languages. 

The Laomian are classified within the Lahu ethnic group; the Lahu 
proper call them the "Lawmeh" (Bradley 2007). 


Distribution 


According to Bisuyu Yanjiu (2002), there are over 5,000 

Bisu speakers in Yunnan, China, and a total of nearly 10,000 Bisu 
speakers in all countries combined. Within Yunnan, it is spoken 
mostly in Pu'er Prefecture, as well as neighboring parts of 
Xishuangbanna. 

■ Lancang County ;H>£H 

■ Zhutang 

■ Dazhai Laomian (see Laomian language ) 

■ Laba&E^ 

■ Donglang 

■ Fubang 

■ Menghai County 

■ Mengzhe 

■ Laopinzhai ^pqli^ (see Laopin language ) 
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Bisu 


Native to 

Thailand, China 

Ethnicity 

700 in Thailand 
(2007)W 

Native speakers 

240 in 

China (2005)! 1 ] 


Language Sino-Tibetan 

family 

■ (Tibeto- 
Burman) 

■ Lolo- 
Burmese 

■ Loloish 

■ Southern 

■ Bisoid 

■ Phunoi- 
Bisu 

■ Bisu 


Writing system 

Thai script, Latin 


script 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

bzi 

Glottolog 

bisu!244 (htt 


p://glottolog.o 
rg/resource/lan 
guoid/id/bisul2 
44) [2] 


Ximeng County jSEIil 




















■ Lisuo 

■ Menglian County 

■ Nanya 

In Thailand, two dialects of Bisu are spoken in the following villages of Phan District, Chiang Rai Province 
(Bisuyu Yanjiu 2002:152). 

■ Dialect 1: Huai Chomphu village (also called Ban Huaisan) and Doi Pui village 

■ Dialect 2: Phadaeng village 

Another variety of Bisu differing from the Phayao variety is spoken in Tako (Ban Thako), Mae Suai 
District, Chiang Rai Province. 

In Laos, Bisu (pi isul; also called Lao-Phai) is spoken in Phudokcham village, Phongxaly District/ 5 ] 

Orthography 

In Thailand, the Bisu language is written with the Thai script. 

Consonants 

- n - k - [k] 

- o - kh - [k h ] 

- n - g - [g] 

- \>-Q-[Q] 

- d - c - [tj] 

■ u - ch - [t]T h ] 

■ u - s - [s] 

- tu-§-[/] 

■ ty - n - [p] 

■ n - th - [t h ] 

■ oi - c - [ts] 

- o - d - [d] 

- ci-t-[t] 

■ s - th - [ts h ] 

■ u - n - [n] 

- u - b - [b] 

- U - p - [p] 

■ w - ph - [p h ] 

■ u - m - [m] 





- a-y-D] 

- a -1 - [I] 

■ 0 - W - [w] 

■ 0 - (none) - [-] 

- 0 - h - [h] 

■ 0u - hm - [hm] 

■ 0u - hn - [hn] 

■ 0fy - hn - [hji] 

■ 0\) - hr) - [hr]] 

- 0a - hi - [hi] 

■ 00 - hy - [hj]^ 


Vowels 

■ - - a - [a] 

■ -i - aa - [a: ] 

- -- - i - [i] 

■ - ii - [i: ] 

■---«-[«] 

■ - utr - [tr: ] 

- ; - u - [u] 

■ J - uu - [u 

- f--e-[e] 

■ i- - ee - [e: ] 

■ if- - ae - [ae] 

■ u- - aeae - [ae: ] 

■ T-s - o - [o] 

■ l- - oo - [o: ] 

- “0 - d - [D] 

■ -0 - dd - [d :] 

■ 1 - 0 : - 0 - [ 0 ] 

■ \? - 00 - [0:] 

■ i-i - aw - [aw] 

■ I- - ay - [aj]^ 


Tones 





■ - - low 

■ - - mid 

■ - - high 
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Further reading 


Link to the New Testament in Bisu: https://www.bible.com/bible/1705/JHN.Lbzint 
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